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TANUARY - JULY 1951

The amount of medical propaganda put cut 1n the USSR (as distinguished
from factual accounts cubstantiated by scund microbioleogical, clinical, phar-
macological, and tther dsta: variss with the type of medical periodical. Aside
from occasional references 1O nervism and brief notes and articles designed to
establish the priority of goviet scientists in various fields of medical re-
search, Sovetskaya Med.tsina .to give a typical exemple) publishes very l.:tle
propaganda of & gemimedical | cemipoiitical nature. In that respect, most stand-
ard USSR medical pericdicals recembtle Sovetskaya Meditsina.

At the other pcle 1 the med1cal NEeVeLALET Meditsinskiy Rabotnik. This
newspaper glves many interesting and entireily factual reports on current
medical developments and sccasionally publishes very good scientific articles.
However, fully 50 percent of 1te space 1& devoted to 1deological controversies,
attempts to introduce, not to say, enforce, new theories which have been 8p-
proved by the government, attacks on prominent medical men who disagree with
these theories, &nd rabid politicsei propeganda with a madical background which
is directed against the Western world, perticularly the Us .

gomewhere between &re periodicals like Meditsinskaya Sestra and Fel'-
dsher i Akusherka, which are designed for auxiliary medical personnel rather
then physicians and present & scmevhat different type of information from
Sovetskaya Meditsina and other standard medical journals. These periodicals
' Contain some propeganda in articies of an educational and informative type,
and occasional.y publish poiltically elanted expositions of new theories. To
give an example of political propaganda, Meditsinskaya Sestra, in outlining
measures for the prophylaxis of typhus, mentions the poszibility of biological
warfare directed against the USSR 1n explaining the necessity for carrying out
the measures recommended (A 1. Nikel & " hylaxis of Typhus," Meditsin-
ckays Sestra, No 3, 1951, PP 16-21, Biological warfsre |
was mentioned in the sene connection in Fel ‘dsher 1 Akusnerka (F. G. Barinskiy 5())(1-f1lJ“ﬂ
and A. L. Nikol’'skiy, "he Prevention of Typhus Outbreaks," Fel'dsher 1 Aku-
‘ sherka, No 9, 1950, ¥ 26, in regard to binlogical warfare,
] Meditsinskiy Rabotnik ststes: 1 & ANEY ICEN BEEressors are applying bacteri- 50X1-HUM
} ological weapcns in The war againat the Koiean people, spreading smallpox and
other epidemic diseases” {M. Sychev, "In the Service of Warmengers," Meditsin-
skiy Rabotnik, 17 Jup 19517
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N Current propapands trend the medical fis=id can besz! be determined
from a stady of Meditsinskiy ik, whioh oo aotakbiz for 1te astress on
- propegarda. A number °f articie: pubiiched 1n this NEVSEApEs from 1 Janu-

ary to 1 July 1951 emphazize the aigh Level of USSR public health and medical
gervices, as cempared with thoss of Western Eurips, the US, and other coun-
tries outside the Soviet sreit Thie 15 sliegedly conf trmed by statements

) made by foreign pedical men whe have viz:ted the USSR, zne of whom emphasized

B the progress made quite TeLently, frem 19742 te 1850 D Matveyeva, "Through
the Eyes of Forelgn Visitore," Meditsinskiy Rabotonik 8 Feb 1951). According
to a Tass diepatch frem Khar ¥ov cated -5 Aprii 1951 (thae dispatch was pub-
lished in Pravds and cther dz11ly nNevins cn IF Aprnl 1951 end, with re-
lated material, was al:sc resented an Me nekiy habetniki, many cases of
extreme longevity have been cetabitshed nCt ~rly in Abkhaz:a (e region known
for the longevity of 1te inphabitente i but throughiut the USSR, The dispatch
goes on Lo say that [2opae 30 7ApLlAuIET S wunbstei Q4 Lit LIVE 50 long.
However, from the unfsvorabie o t : .A1tione 1n prerevolu-
tionary Georgla with tho s by A Knelidze, Minis-
ter of Public Health (e - Fealth Frotection in
Soviet Georgia" ‘Medrtsinzkiy ReSiTuak g 1t wowld aprear that the

long-lived inhabitente of Abrhazla muzt neve pent the major portion of their

1ives under rather poOT heaith conditions

countries tutside the Iron
o by Medltiirskly Rabetnik.

Health conditicre 'h the US and Eur
Curtain are presented @ Un=i0AS " favss
The US is sa1d to have & grave sniitage of puysicilans due to the “pilitari-
zation" of medicine, 5C that civilians fC Nl T&CElVe adequate medical care.
This applies tc pcor pecpic OuLy notwithstapding the cthervise inadequate
medical care, every certi. ed gang he. ceveral. [ersonsi physlcians and
even the favorite dcgs ot « althy e zpecial pey hiatrists who take
care of their mental hesith (M Sychev  "Tn the Service of Warmcngers,"
Meditsinskiy Rabotnik, L7 Jun L95., fzeozéng to A Trubnikova {"Crime
Against Childhoogd," Meait . May 1951), there 15 widespread
starvation among chilir<ti - LAt 1t 18 Commin practice emong
poor people to sell their children €I :3Ve them Fromw starvatlien. Another
} reason given for seliing chiidren .n the 05, even tefore they are born, is
N that most people cannot afferd the medical 2xpenses ~onnected with confine-
ment. The author telis cf an unewpluyed Detrolt father whe could not pay
these expenses, with the result that b:th the mother and child vere kept
by the hospital as security to enfsrie payment She adds that the only
way to pay the hospital b1il under the the circumstances would have been
for the mother to sell the child througn sne of the professional inter-
mediaries who engage 1ii this type of trade and regularly visit American
hospitals looking for profitablie deals Tn the author's 0plnlon, such
occurrences and. the appalling state 5f health of Amerlcan children, which
she describes 1n some deteil, ere dne to the lack of state health care,
as evidenced by the fact that cniy # percent <f the Us federel budget is
assigned to public health needs One of the hazards TC which American chil-
dren are exposed, according to Trubnikova, i¢ that schoclboys are taken to
military maneuvers where berserk army <fficsrs fire lave shots at random
without considering that somebody may get k-11ed She states that, 1n one
instance, such maneuvers took pince near Bosten

les:

pir heve

In similar vein, Prof A. Rubakin dsai: with mental health in the US
("Mental Diseases 1n the USA," Meditsinskiy Kabctnik, 18 Mar 1951), & sub-
Ject which is also discussed by Trubnikove and Sychev

According to a Soviet ~bserver who visited Great Britain, socialized
medicine there 1: an unmitigated failure, mainly because British physicians
are also permitted to treat private patients The observer also thinks
that sanitary conditions at, gitish hospitals are bad, because visitors are
admitted in street clothing, while -nly medical nurses wear smocks. He-
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srates that he foaud "l ey cf Rrotiel pRVEICLANS, most of whom have
only a very hazy sdea of the great nberitance left by Academician I. P. -
Pavlov, to be rather limited, aithough some of them are aware of the pre-
3 eminence of Soviet medical sclence \Fraf te vasyukova, "England Today,"

Meditsinskiy Rabo'nik, 1 May 1951). M. ¢ychev 1n an article entitled "Labor-
i{st Health Protection” (Med1tsinskly Rebotnik, 1 Feb 1951) deplores what

he refers to as generally bad health conditions in Great Britain claims the
existing state of affairs cen be partly explained by high expenditures for
armaments and by a shortage of nurses ~auscd by the fact that many of them
are recruited into the armed forces

In the same 1ssue of Meditinskily Rabotnik, B. Kostritsyn, in an article
on "Franco's Spain,” refers to epidemics of typhus awd other Aiseases which
rage in Spain, mentions that this country has the highest infant mortality
rate in Europe (10 percenti accerding 12 ~ff1e1al gevernment statistics, and
describes the recent revival of lepra wn Spatin (W than 18,000 cases among
children, according o Spani1sh pgovernmer.t statis!

A )

1. Remizov ("Under American Bondage," Meditzinskly Rabotnik, 7 Jun 1951)
describes conditicns in vhat he calls fascist Yugoslavia. He mentions the
heavy expenditures for armaments 1n that country, the rapacious exploitation
of industrial workers, and. the bad health conditicns {80 percent incidence
of tuberculosis) and high frequiency of accrdents apartxcu;arly 1in mines)
among these worhers.

According to accounts published 1n Meditsinskiy Rabotnik, public hiealth
conditions are also bad in Turkey (M Sychev, "Public Health Care in Turkey, "
Meditsinskiy Rabotnik, 15 Apr 1951) and Austria (V. Troyerukov, "Health Pro-
Tection in Austria,” Meditoinskiy Rabotnik, § Apr 1951, Troyerukov ascribes
the unsatisfactory conditions 1n Austria to the workings of the Marshall Plan
and points out that, the lack of medical care 1in that country notwithstanding,
many Austrian physicians are unemplcyed

Criticism of health conditions 1n ftely 1is tempered Ty cmphasis on the
friendly reception which Soviet visitors b & medical convention received
at a large Rome hospital 1in Prof ¥. Uglzv s "Notes on Italy" (Meditsinskly
Rabotnik, 1 May 1951)  The auther mentions bad health conditions, inade-
quacy of hospital service, and the venality of some Italian physicians,
put states that World War II partisans, Amcng whom there are many physicians,
are still organized in 1taly, and that the Jtalian Communist Party 1is strong.

By thus exaggerating unfavorable health cenditions in other countries,

USSR medical publicists invite by implication comparison with conditions
in the USSR, thus putting their own country in 2 relatively more favorable
light. Another comparison, made by A. Sharov 1in "puo Ways" (Meditsinskiy
Rabotnik, 1 May 1951), stresses the humanitarianism of Soviet medical science
as opposed to other countries’ preparations for blological warfare, but is
not drawn solely along national lines 1n that 1t distinguisnes between the
selfish activities of some Americans and the good intentions of others.
Sharov first describes methods of "aggr&éilWeprophylax1s" for the eradica-
tion of epidemic diseases which were devized and applied by the Russian
scientists D. Zabolotnyy, Ye. Pavlovskily, and K. Zkryabin. He praises the
devotion to duty and self-sacrificing attitude ci the scientists 1n ques-
tion, mentioning that zabolotnyy and savchenko, after inoculating themselves
with killed cholera vibrios, drapk a living culture of cholera bacilli to
test the efficacy of the vaccine He states that as & result of work done
in the USSR, the causative factors ... plague, chnlera, typhus, trachoma,
and smallpox "either have completely disappeared from the whole territory

RRRAS of the USSR or are disappearlng gradually. " He also mentions that as a re-

" sult of work done by paviovskiy, the virus-cauvsed taiga e, :ephalitis 1s on

| the way to being compietely eradicated These successes, 1n Sharov's opinion,
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- are due {irst Lo ct e rerpracing atta el S f goviot sTtientists, und second

vo the fact that research 11 Lhe ; an anow pranbed wid orpanizei
manner. He draws & parailel betwonen
and the preparations fry brologicai varfare arried ot by Germany and Japan.
He further states that whon She Japantoc began Lo use infented rats and to

drop bombs sharged with plagne—xnfertud flenas on a large ¢ 1e, effective
means for treating plapus had already Boen deveroped 1N the US3R, 5O bhat |

goviet physicians armed dith ne renedles Wers Ab}e to stop piague epidemics
which broke out after the war 1 Manshuria and onther countries as result
of Japanes: "experinents

Lt owhinh eprdemits brought
sates thabt the colonists

sharov goes on to qr:cnss thoe dev
in by Buropeans wad in Oceania and 2
were Very grateful %0 tiowr invaluable e then refers 5O
corresbondencc petwesn the governd i ~F Hova Soetla /s ‘/, Gen-
-~ eral Amherst /Erx:lsh General Baron el and Coloncl—fﬁgnry7
. Bouquet, who during the French and Tadion 4 1o ovierminale Tndians

defending their 1iberty by spreading smaist mong them The plan was to

supply the Indians with infected bilankets. accordlng nC 5harov, Bouguet

actually infected with smallpox gseveral hndred or gevoral thousand blankets.

While General Amherst only wvar.ted to sxterminate the Indians in his own

state, Sharo’ goes On to say, modern descendants of this american canniba.-

general dream of using similar methods on & world-wide scii As distin-

guished from General Amherst, gharcy says, (e2n Omar Bradley has ab his dis-

posal pillions of bacteria, aircraft, bacteriological pombs Lo drop from

these aircraft and experienced Japanese specialists who are novw em=loyed in

the US. The author then recatls bhe irfes tion of San Franclsco in 1900

with pla@ue-infe':hd rats which €# : by i+ states that wher

the city physicien, Keilog, attempred b ~ompst, The 1nbs qericn of plague

into the US, he was prevented from dcing s by iocal hotel, bvar. restaurent, -

and bordello keepers, whe feared that the california tourist trade would suffer

once the danger of a plague epildemic had peen recognized As a result of the

selfish activities of thage poIsone Sharov Havs, rodenc-horn plague epizootics

spread throughout the western US  Sha ncludes s article by saylng that

there is a great difference between Dr Kehlod and ‘he s.ientlate whe work av

Camp Detrick and test bactericlugital Weapens i American EsSKimes - In con-

demning Camp Detrick bactericlipl - them as followers of

Malthus.

2y

[ a i

gharsv refers

In an article entitied "The Year which Marks a Turning pPoint" (Meditsin-
skiy Rabotnik, )} Jan 1951), Academizian A Speranskiy d:3Cuss€s Nevw m2d.cal
trends which originated in the USSR anc could develop oniy pecause the October
Revolution took place. He asserts that although the pro-Darwlnist and anti-
yirchow scientists I. M. Sechenov, I. p pPavicv, and N Ye. yvedenskly were
active before the revolution, they couid neot overcome the prevalent German
tendencies in science exemplified by the work of Welssman, Virchow, Mueller,

and Ehrlich. According o gperanskiy, only under the socially receptive
conditions brought about by the revoiution could Russian physiological science,
which is permeated with truly hmanitarian 1deas, receLve compiere acceptance,
and could Pavlovian medicine, which is pased on the reflex principle, pre-
dominance of the central nervous system, and directed rherapeutic influence
exerted on the organlsm, undergo the capid development which it enjoyed in
recent years. gperanskiy declares that the same applies to noncellular biology-:
He terms 1950 a turning point Lecaues 1t marks the success of 0. B. Lepeshin-
skaya's work and because & hietecical session of the Academy of Sciences USSR
and the Academy of Medical Sciences USSR confirmed and supported the great trath
of Pavlov's physiology.

Prof L Krasnoyanskiy in the article, "Founder of the Science of yitamins"
(Meditsinskiy Rabotnik, 4 Jan 19513, which Aeals with the work of . I. Lunin
(vorn in 1 5Ly, also compares the progress cf Russian sclence vefore and after
the revolution. According to Krasnoyanskiy € account, the jntensely patriotic
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Lunin became INLETEs i L S s e mroTne Camons Russian L 1ochemist Bunge

vo create an indigenous Russian stoente of procnemistry, and begar to work
under his direction. Bunge had an idea svet animals which perish due to the
jack of certain imdrganic componente 1n el i.e', ATE poisoned by sulfuric
acid which accumulates in bneir organism 23 a8 (esuit of the oxidation of sulfur
contained in proteins. In ‘1s attempts to verify Bunge € wypothesis axperi-
mentally, Lunin developed the contemperialy method of contreiled feeding and
checking food deficiency slements  The Appiticatlon of this method led Lunin

to the discovery of experimental avitamiosis ong of the existence of vitamins.
This discovery, made in 1580, did nob rec=ive jue recognition because of the per-
secution of native science carried out oy the Russian gover nment (Bunge vas
persecuted by the police, and boih he and Lunin nad to leave the country), so
that F. G. Hopkins, who repeated Lunin & experiments Xz years iater, got all

the credit. Krasnoyanskly concludes witn the sU ment that only Soviet
scientists were able w¢ evasuate the Tutuis pocsibralties of witemins cerrectly.

~

Aitarial en-

1n the 18 March 1951 nisue af .,

titled "New Successes of S5Ivi % 2 <7 Tuz in vrizes svarded
- recently for medical work It enumerated sutzlanding relent achievements

which were thus honored M A Usiyevicl & w=rk on the effect which the

functional condifion of the cerebrel cortex sxerte on the actavity of internal

organs; G. F. Lang s work on tne effsct ¥ narvoud wechanisms 1n producing

hypertension: prof G R Rubinshrayn = ~hoer7aLLOns, LVer & 2(-year period,

on the pathology, crinica. aspests, and 21 avs of Lung L SEIEes; th meno-

] graphs "Comatose Conditions” by N. K Bogolyepdy, "Dermatony,: oses’ by p. N.

= Kashkin, and "Human Diseases Produced by Helminths” by V. F Podyapol 'skiy
and V. F. Kapustina: v. F Gudov' s nev spparatis Lor 5aturing blood vesseld:
treatment of lymphogranulomat05‘¢ g th Fmbikhin, a substance vhich according
to descriptions in the goviet press an s oho he A N ITOEEN mustard; a new .-
method for the treatment of baciilary dysenteryi & nev desipn of the tomo-
fluorograph; introduction of a new method £:r the production of paruamlnosali—
cylic acid, which is referred to 3s a derestic remedy for tuberculosis; V. G-
Gordeyev's liquid for thc treatment of Tumlirs and ulcercus Alseases of the
skin; and nev techniques for restorative plaztic surgery ~f the hand. The
editorial states that these achlevements eXpIresSE & triumph of Soviet culture
which is national in form and SQCLalistlc inocoentent 11, contrasts construc-
tive, peaceful, and humanistic achievemsnte of This LYpe w41th the work of
Western bourgeois scientists, who concentrate on the jevelopment of weapons
for atomic, biological, and chemical warfare. and deciares that +the recent
award of Stalin prizes refutes the l:es of Am Slcan-Dritish varmongers who
1ibel the USSR.

ar

NOTE

/The preceding section of the repcrt deals orimarily with medical propa-
ganda_of a direct and obvious TYPE- Ther= 1% another type of propaganda which
is more subtle. 1t is connected with attempts to demonstrate thal certain new
or allegedly new scientific theories in medicine and related sciences have a
definite ideological content Thiz refers to Pavliov's physlo\ogical theories 5())(1-filjhﬂ
and thelr application in medicine, as exemplified by gperanskliy’s work

P k T. enko s_sgenetic theories, 0. B. Lepeshin-
.9 ‘skaya's nonceliular otolOg and ¢ Bosh'yan's micro-
) Lepeshin- 50X1-HUM

piological theories that contain elements of poth Lysenko's genetics and
skaya's noncellular biology cries 1in question antedate the
period under discussio! {the f1rst B3IT I =3 ' The results obtained by the 50X1-HUM
investigators mentioned, the generalizatlond made by them on the basis of these
.. results, and the hypotheses used by them 1n experimental work have been covered
" v thoroughly in previous repcrts. However, 21! current USSR pubiications in the -
field of biology are 1nterspersed with refevences to the work 1n question.
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are 1nvar.oablir =1 tn ¥l h
deracicn of the theodries pnvolved

In view ol Lov St thean
nationalistic and political propaganda, <
from the standpoint of propagande 1S pertinent A Speranskty s article cited
above ("The Year which Marks a Tucning pernt") forme » typical esample- I.P.
pavlov is commonly referred tc as 3 reveiutionary and antibourgeols sclentist
whose work could come O fruition only after the 3eviet rogime had been estab-
lished, although he actuslly compileted the majer por-ion of his work before the
revolution, received adeqnats racognition Fox rpLa wors both o 1n prerevolutionary
Russia and abroad, and was an eutsprken craftic of the Communich regime after the
revolution. However, the determinist and muthsr1TAY LAN 15 which underlie
pavlov's physiology arnd partisuiarly ins TOSU cintronary medical appiicetions
by Speranskiy and others appeal 2 crmmuniet 14601081515 For that reason, .
they have appropriated pavlov s ideas. Lyszenks, vhn < ALMS that new specles “
can be created by properly medifying the estornal envirorment of plents, is no
less deterministic and authoritarian Yhelh Lo While Lewe:zhinskayad's and
Bosh'yan's fueoriss are sctually nev, The me Aeterminist IO ie which has
been noted in Pavlcy & i the atey control
of the experimetsr o3 v = T T LCY RANLEM
(Bosh 'yan) sssumed by these invesnlg?s iy, Bosh yan 8 emphasis
on the adaptebility of the microcrganism { spontanes sroin undergeing modifi-
cations induced by the experimenter) hes led him te an apparent conflict with
pavlovian medicine {nevvizmj 10 that e & = 5 re.atively greater effect
in disease to the M_crobiciogioal cauzal: i the oY ganism
(cf. M. S. Gannush&.i, "Fa anogy of
Infectious Diseases,' Veterinariys, Voi XXVITX 5, At o 1

N

5

Notwithstanding the talk apout free
to officially accepted thecrr-s like th . i
an increasing extent 1in the U3SR Accredng L Academic
late president of the Academy of Sciences USSE, the peth -ndicated by a man
1ike Pavlov must be foilewed without devialliih. becauss rational pianning of
science is realized thereby (S 1 Vavilz/ intreduttory Address Held st the
Combined 1950 gession of the Asademy oL STignoes USSR and the Academy of Medi-
cal Sciences USSR). Whenever & 5
\ - accepted theories, he is accused of contem
tion for foreign, bourgecis science.  In
culprit are passed by officrel crganize
newspapers, popular and sem.f'%

cysticlim oiDn £

ey -

ovietr soientiit deviates freom of ficially

oy pational sIencs ana & predilec- -
cazeg, jutione ©ondsmning the

and pubiseched in scientific journals,

. rrus  &s far as nonad-
« herence to Pavlov's theorics 15 <L aGemT ns LA Orkeli (Y. Zhdanov,
"gome Resultes of the gession on Fhys VM Znwrn yyshey Nervnoy Degatel nosti
imeni I. P. Pavlcva fournal of Highev 3 ActiviTy imeni i P. Pavlovj, vol I,
pp 11-1T7; reprinted trom Fravda, 28 Jul i an@ 1 S Beritashvill (Resoliution .
of the Scientific Council -n Fraoblems © . P. Pavlicv g Physiolcgical Teaching,
Academy of Sciences USSR, 12 Aprix 10951 z1oingicheskly Zhurnal SHOR_1meni I.M.
sechenova, Vol KXKVII, No o, 1951, po L I3 wers Criticized The resalution
directed against Beritashvili vas pazz:d atter the Scientafxe Ccuncil had heard a
report presented by Beritashvili and had coneitdered questions ra1zed during @
discussion of this repert In connectzon with their cdesiogresl heresies, both
Orbveli and Beritashvili vere accused of SUPLIEESIng cyyiticism and of using police
methods in the instituticns they headed /
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